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BULLETIN #32 – October 27, 2008 

 
 

Changes to Blood Dot Specimen Cards and  
Telehealth Webcast Reminder 

 
 
1. Changes to Blood Dot Specimen Cards 
 
The Ontario Newborn Screening Program will soon be launching an updated 
version of the blood dot specimen card.  
 
Please continue to use your existing stock of the previous versions of the 
card but, to avoid having to discard expired stock, please check the expiry 
dates and use them in the order they were received.  Make sure to discard 
any cards that are past their expiry date. 
 
Highlights of the new card (please see the next pages for pictures): 
 

1. Additional content in the Parent letter (which you will note is now double-
sided and translated into French) 

2. Reorganization of the “Infant” and “Mother/Guardian” sections 
3. Gestational age is now required for all infants 
4. Additional space for the ordering health care provider’s provider 

number, which is required information under the Laboratory and 
Specimen Collection Centre Licensing Act. The ordering health care 
provider is the physician or midwife who is responsible for ensuring the 
baby has a newborn screen. This is not necessarily the baby’s health care 
provider following discharge.  

 
As you begin to use this revised version of the card, please feel free to send us 
your feedback. 
 
2. Third Annual Newborn Screening Telehealth Presentations 
 

Did you miss this year’s telehealth education series? 
 
For your convenience, the telehealth presentations of the Ontario Newborn 
Screening Program’s third annual telehealth education series were recorded and 
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are now accessible from the public archives of the Ontario Telemedicine Network 
website at http://webcast.otn.ca/archives.html. Just click on the presentation you 
want to see. On September 17th, Ms. Sari Zelenietz presented “Saving Lives 
Through Newborn Screening: We All Play A Part” (44 minutes). On September 
25th, Ms. Shelley Kennedy presented “The Heelprick Test: Helpful Hints And 
Common Pitfalls” (43 minutes).  
 
If you have any questions or feedback, please contact us at 
GeneticsEducator@cheo.on.ca.  
 
 
Thank you for your cooperation and assistance in making the Ontario Newborn 
Screening Program the most effective and efficient that it can be. 
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